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What is the sealing power? 
 "The President of the Church holds and exercises the keys of sealing on 

earth. When a man is ordained an apostle and set apart as a member of 
the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, sealing is one of the powers 
bestowed upon him. Other General Authorities of the Church, the 
presidencies of temples, and a limited number of officiators in each 
temple receive this sealing power during their tenure. After one is 
approved by the First Presidency to receive the sealing power, the 
President of the Church, one of his counselors, or a member of the 
Twelve Apostles specifically designated by the President confers the 
sealing power upon him by the laying on of hands. This is the specific 
authority to perform the temple sealing ordinances. 
This is the authority by which "all covenants, contracts, bonds, 
obligations, oaths, vows, performances, connections, associations, or 
expectations" can be "made and entered into and sealed by the Holy 
Spirit of promise" and receive "efficacy, virtue, or force in and after the 
resurrection of the dead" (D&C 132:7). 
In this dispensation of the fulness of times, the sealing power was 
restored by Elijah, the last prophet of the Old Testament period to hold 
it (TPJS, pp. 339-40). He bestowed that authority on Joseph Smith and 
Oliver Cowdery in the Kirtland Temple on April 3, 1836 (D&C 110). As 
each man who has been President of the Church was ordained an 
apostle and became a member of the Quorum of the Twelve, he had the 
sealing power bestowed upon him, and thus it has been transmitted to 
the present (D&C 110:13-16; D&C 128:11)."  (Encyclopedia of 
Mormonism, 1-4 vols., edited by Daniel H. Ludlow (New York: Macmillan, 
1992), 1289) 



Page 2 of 4 

Who holds this power? 
 Joseph Fielding Smith 

" The privilege to perform such marriages cannot be promiscuously 
assumed by any individual or minister. There is but one at a time who 
holds these divine keys. He has the authority to delegate authority to 
others to perform marriages for time and for all eternity, and unless this 
authority is granted, marriages for time and eternity would not be 
binding beyond this mortal life. Naturally those who wish to marry must 
subscribe to the laws of the state. No minister or even elder of the 
Church has the authority to perform marriages and seal for time and all 
eternity except those who have been duly delegated the authority from 
the one who holds these divine keys—the President of the Church"  
(Answers to Gospel Questions, 4:27) 

 Joseph Fielding Smith 
" There is but one man living on the earth at a time who holds the keys 
of this binding or sealing power. No other man has the right to officiate 
in a marriage, or sealing ceremony, for time and all eternity, unless he 
has obtained the direct appointment from the one who holds the keys 
of this power. 
That appointment may be cancelled at any time, when the one who 
holds those keys shall say the privilege is withdrawn. No man can 
officiate in these ceremonies unless he himself holds the holy 
priesthood. Any man who presumes to perform such marriages by 
virtue of his office in the priesthood, without having been appointed by 
the man who holds the keys of this power, is without authority and such 
acts are null and void."  (Doctrines of Salvation, 2:74) 

Link back through generations 
 Joseph Fielding Smith 

"We are one family. And we all have to be joined to that family. So it is 
not merely enough that we be baptized for our dead or for ourselves, 
but also we have to be sealed to our parents. We must have the parents 
sealed to their parents and so on, as far back as we can go, and 
eventually back to Adam"  (Doctrines of Salvation, 2:174) 

 Joseph Fielding Smith 
"There will be cases where some of our ancestors will not be worthy 
and will drop out, but the links will have to be joined without them. So 
when the Prophet says we cannot be saved or exalted without our dead, 
he had this in mind. Suppose we do not do any work for our ancestors. 
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Then where are we? We are out on a limb. We leave ourselves on the 
side lines. We are not joined into this great family. We may be born 
under the covenant and thus belong to our parents, but where there are 
breaks in that lineage we are not united."  (Doctrines of Salvation, 2:174) 

 Joseph Fielding Smith 
"Now, some members of the Church have wondered just what was 
meant by the words of the Prophet, that we without our dead could not 
be made perfect. Will not a man who keeps the commandments of the 
Lord, who is faithful and true so far as he himself is concerned, receive 
perfection? Yes, provided his worthy dead also receive the same 
privileges, because there must be a family organization, a family unit, and 
each generation must be linked to the chain that goes before in order to 
bring perfection in family organization. Thus eventually we will be one 
large family with Adam at the head, Michael, the archangel, presiding 
over his posterity"  (Doctrines of Salvation, 2:175) 

 Joseph Fielding Smith 
" Every married man stands at the head of his household, that is, his 
immediate family. Thus I, for instance, will stand at the head of my family 
group by virtue of the sealing for time and eternity, and my children will 
belong to me. I will belong to my parents in their family group. My father 
likewise, with his brothers and sisters, will belong to his father's unit in 
that family group, and his father to his father before him-all linked 
together generation to generation like a chain. So it will be of the 
righteous from the days of Adam down-Adam standing at the head as 
Michael, having authority and jurisdiction over his posterity in this large 
family group who have kept the commandments of God"  (Doctrines of 
Salvation, 2:67) 

When the chain is broken 

 Joseph Fielding Smith 
"Of course there will be chains that will be broken, links that will be 
missing, because we can not force people into the kingdom. Those who 
are unworthy to be joined in this grouping of families will have to stand 
aside, and those who are worthy will be brought together and the chain 
will go on just the same."  (Doctrines of Salvation, 2:68) 

Power to loose in Heaven 
 Joseph Fielding Smith 

"The Lord gives the President of the Church the keys of the kingdom; 
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he has the right to bind on earth and in heaven; he has the right to loose 
on earth and in heaven. If circumstances warrant it, he may cancel the 
sealing and the Lord would sanction it. But in regard to trivial matters, 
there never should be a divorce."  (Doctrines of Salvation, 2:84) 

 
 


