Great-Great-Grand-Father of Lavaughn Tolman Fowler.

Daughter of Mary-Lou Camp of (Daughter'S Of Utah Pioneer's)
sketeh Of Reynolds Cahoon's Life.

Reynolds Cahoon eas the son of William and Mehitable Hodges
Cahoon, He was born 30th day of April I790, at Cambridge, ‘ashington Co.
lew York. He had three wives: Thriza Stiles; Lucina Roberts and
Mary Hildrath,.

Reynolds Cahoon was among the early settlers in Northern Jhio.
He was in the service of his country during the war of I8I2,

e was amongz the first that embraced the Gospel in Firtland.

He was baptized by Hlder Farley F. Fratt, Oet. I2 th. I630.

Prom the time of his baptism he was closely associated with
the Frophet Joseph and his brother Hyrum and their families.

On June I3 th, I03I the fourth general Conference of the
Chureh was held at Kirtland, Ohio. Two thousand members were in
attendance and several Clders were ordained fHigh Friests. They were
selected by Revelation, through rresident “mith.This was the forst
occassion in which the priesthood had been revealed and confered
upon Elders in this dispensation, except as beingheld by Joseph Smith
and Oliver Cowdery.

Mope than thirty missioneries were called on missions to
preach the Gospel and baptize by the way, They wer:s to travel two
by two. THe Revelation pretaining to the calling of Reynold's
Cahoon was given June 7 th, I83I and is recorded in the boe.and Cov.
Seetion 52, verse 30,

iLet My Servant Reynold's Cahoon and Samuel H. Smith also
take their Journey"

Samuel H. Smith, Brother of the Frophet, one of the eight
Jitnesses to the Divine Origin of the Book Of Mormon, and a charter
member of the Church., Sammel H, Smith and Reynold's Cahoon were appoint-
ed to go thgether to Missouri, They immediately departed on thelr
Mission. On their route Samuel and Reynold'ssuffered great hardships
such as want of food and rest. At this time nearly fifty otherg/
missloneries started for Missouri, each pair taking different routes.
+hen they arrived the HElders met on the spot far the Temple,and dedic-
ated the ground in Jackson County,wWhlle there Reynolds attended
several Conferences, and was with the Frophet Joseph when he received
several revelations. Reynold's returned home in Sept.

semuel H. Smith and Reynold's Cahoon were the secondmission-
eries to enter Illinols and the first to enter Kentucky.

At a special Conference in Hiram, after Reynold'shad opened
the meeting with prayer, there was a question which he wished to be
settled,"Whether it 1s the will of the Lord that I fﬁﬂd{ should go
to Zion in the sprin@?! The conference voted that it was the mind
of the conference that "Our brother Heynold's be not sent up to Zion
in the coming spring.

Joseoh Smith had been told that he would be glven power to
discern by the Spirit those who should go to the Land Of Zion,
(Missouri) and those of bhe Lord's disciples who should tarry.

Later it was understood why Reynold's was retained in
Kiptland., The first Temple was to be built there. The Lord had
spoken"Verily I say, 1t is My Will that you build a House. If you
keep My commandments you shall have power to build it. Let the House
be built, not after the manner of the world, for I give not unto you
that you shall live after the manner of the world. Therefore, let
it be built after the manner which I shall show unte three of you,
whomye shall appoint and ordain unto this power)

It was a very important undertaking, A Temple of the Lord had
not been built anywhere upon the earth since Heroid'sg reconstruction
of Solomon'sTemple on Mount Moriah,




It was imperative that men of proved integrity and reliasbility should
be placed in charge of the 144¥ labor., The church numbered about
fifteen hundred souls. The rrophet selected Hyrum Smith together with
Reynolds Cahoon and Jared Carter, Again the Lord speaks.

"vea, verily I say unto you, I gave mou a commandment that
you should build a House, in which House, I design to endow those
whom I have ehosen with power from on High" and they were given the
assurance if Obedient, they would have the privelege of seeing HIS
Face and recelving lknowledge for themselves of His Divine Hature,

May the 6th, 1833, the Lord commands them to commence laying
out and preparing the foundation of the city of the Stake of Zion at
Kirtland, "begining at My House and behold it rust be done according
to the pattern which I, The Lord have given unto you,"

The lot on the South, & house for the Iresidency, for work
of the ministry and recelving revelations, +holly dedicated unto the
Lord". The second lot on the south,”"for printing of the translation
of My Seriptures.'" It was on this date the revelations was glven
regarding the inheritances which Hyrum Smith, Heynold's Cahoon and
Jared Carter were to receive.

"ind on the third lot shall my servant Hyrum Smith recéive
his inheritance.

"And on the first and second lots on the North shall my servants
Reynold's Cahoon and Jared Carter recelve thelir Inheritancesy--

"That they may do the work which I have appointed unto them to be a
committee to build mine houses, according to the mighty commandment,
whiech I The Lord, have given umto you."

Mighty indeed must have been the FPrayer of Faith of Hyrum
Smith, Reynolds Cahoon and Jared Carter, for Joseph Smith, speaking
as a Frophet, explains what the Lord says regarding those who shall
recelive an inheritance from the Lord.

"I (the Lord),say concerning the residue of the Elders of
My Church, the time has not yet come for many years for them to recelve
their inheritance in this land, except they desire it through the
prayer of falth.omly as 1t shall be appointed unto them of the Lord".

The Lord promises to Reynold's-he dhould have an inheritance
in Zion and possess it again in Eternity and be appointed to bulld
himself a kingdom that should never have an end; that angels would
have charge over him and he would converse with them face to face;
that he would stand onearth with his companion and e¢hildren, that he
would sit in council with Ancients of Days with his fathers, These
with other glorieus blessings were "saaled upon him and his posterity
forever,”

These inheritances were certalin land grants and if the saints
hadregained there in Kirtland, the descendants of Hyrum, Reynolds and
Jared would have been legal heirs to that property to this day. But
The Lord knew that they eould never become a great people in the Hast
go they had to leave all and flee to the mountains, Recorded is the
following Frophecy.

Yet your children may possess them, but not until many years
shalll pass away and then I will send forth and build up #Kirtland
and it shall be polished and refined according to MY Word.,"

On June Ist; I83 3, a circular letter was prepared by the
building committee, who went to work to gather means by subscriptione
Thus the bullding was underway, On June SthjGerorge Albert Smit
hauled the first load of stones for the Temple. Hyrum Smith and Reynolds
Cahoon commenced to dig the trench for the walls of the Lord's fHouse;
and was finished with their own hands, Soon others voluntered and

be these means the work progressed. b 1 i
eynold's divided what he had with Brigham Yloung that he mignt

stay onii in Kirtland and help build up the Temple.



The Temple Committee, Hyrum, Reynold's and Jared were not
only to be managers of the "House Of The Lord", but managers of the
store in Kirtland, through which much of the business connected with
its construction was accomplished, They also were to raise money
and superintend the construction of a school building in Zion, This
School was the first educational movement of the Church,

On the Kirtland Temple was inscribed""” Holiness To The Lord”
The Cormer stone was laid July 23rd; 1033 at which time Reynolds
Cahoon was chosen one of the officating Elders, and on March 27thj
1836 their beautiful Temple was dedicated,

Not long, however could the Mormon people rejolce in their
labors in the Temple in Kirtland, for its ersction seemed to 1lncrease
the hostile oprosition to whiech the church had subjected since its
organization,The saints were affected by failure of banks, beatings
by mobs,by being driven from their homes, and towards the elose of
I537 many of the leaders and most of the saints had gone to Missouri.
The upper lMissouri being sparsely inhabited,lent itself admireably
to occupation by the Mormon people, _

Reynolds Cahoon, with John Smith and Elder “‘avks, presided
over the Stake at Kilrtland until Reynolds departure to Misgsouri in
the spring of I830. Reynolds, his wife and faemily were complled to
leave behind them everything they possessed., "We turned the Key and
locked the door of homes, leaving property and all we possessed in
the hands of enemies and strangers, never receiving a cent for any-
thing we owned.

Joseph Smith writes'"lMonday June 7 thj I838 I visited with
Elders Reynolds “ahoon and Parley P, Pratt who had this day arrived
in Far West.

OnTuesday the 8th; I spent the day with Elders Rigdon and
Cahoon &btending to some of our private and personal affairs.

June the 20th; a conference of elders and members of the
Church was held for the purpose of organizing a stake,it was named
Ada,-Ondi«Ahman"President Joseph Smith Jr presided and conducted this
meeting. Fxplaining the purpose tog organize a Presidency and High
Counell to preside over this Sgake of Zion.

It was moved and seconded and carried by a unamimous voice
of the assembly that John Smith for FPresident, leynolds Cahoon Ist
Counselor and Lyman Jight second Counselor. After remarks from the
newly appointed presidency the meeting elosed by singing the hymn
Adam-ondi-ahman, prayer by pres, Cahoon,

Adam-ondi-ahman 18 located imuediately on the North side of
Grand River, Davies County, lMissouri, abouttwenty-rive miles north
of Far ilest and about eighty miles North of Independence., Here the
Mormons gathered by the hundreds, and it sprung up over night, Orig-
nally it was called Spring Hill, but Joseph named it Adam- ondi-ahmanm
a8 instructed by the Lord. It 1s the place where Adam shall come to
visit his people or Ancient of Days shall sit,as spoken of byPBaniel
the Prophet,

This town was making rapld progress when the Saints saw forming
again, those elesments which threatened their peace. The 32ints became
angered and decided"that they £ would submit no more to such acts of
despoilation, injustice and outrage”

On Wednesday July Lth, I638 Sidney Rigdon at Far West expressed
strong determination to no more submit gquietly to mob voilence and
acts of plllage., This out-burst against injustice was probably unwise
at this time, but it was a natural thing to do,

On July Lth, I8310 a procession whieh comprised the infantry
(Militia), the Patriarchs, the President, vice-president, ovator,
twelve apostles, other officers and L.D.3, members comsenced thelr
march at I0 O'eloek A,M. They formed a circle around the excavation
and this day July Lth, IU38, the site for the Temple in Far West



was dedicated. The salnts spent the day celebrating the Declaration
of Independence, Joseph Smith was president of the day, Hyrum vice-
president and Reynolds Cahoon acted as chlef marshall.

The earlier oration given by Sidney Rigdon proved to be very
damaging and a potent factor against the Szints in subsequent movements
of their enemiesz, Thus the persecutions started. The real cause was
that "the religious tenats of this people were sgso different from all
churches of the age,"A Latter-dayProphet had announced a revelation
from God and the Gospel had been restored, Thesze statements, the enemies
of the churech would not accept,In August I838 the mobs began theilr
ecrusade which finadly resulted in exile from Missouri, On Oct, 27th,
1838~ Governor Boggs issued an®Orderf of extermination of the Mormons".
As a result armed mobs came upon them, which resulted in that terrlble
massacre of Haun's Mill.Without any notiese to the Mormons, this mob
tore down their homes and destroyed them, shot their animals, killed
men, women and children,

The Governor and also authorities at Jashington were called
on to learn why such treatment , and asked for protection, as they
had done nothing to break the laws, but were supporters of the "Constit-
ution of the Demoeracy. Bubt all efforts werefutle guestures,

Their unexpected haste in leaving, the lack of preparation
and the inclement weather, soon resulted in wide-svrread suffering
with epedemies and conaiderable loss of life. Preperty valued at two
million dollars was destroyed or confiscated, This was the beginnling
of the story of the trek of ocur Aneestors, "The Mormon Pionecers".

Pifty miles up the Misslssipprl River from Quincy, Illinois
a beautiful, green rolling ridge over-lcoked the mile wide "Father
of Waters! At the foot of this ®idge lay a low, level swamp land.

This bogzy, black-soiled peninsula pushed west-ward two miles into
the path of the oncoming river, The Mormons learned thls swamp-land
was for sale and terms good.It was not a likely slte to bulld a city,
but because of poverty they had nc alternative. Joseph Smith arrived
from Missomri,after six month of abuse as a politiecal prisoner,

He looked over the marshland and decided "with & 1little hard work"
they could make it both healthful and habitable,They named it Hauvoo,
& Hebrew turm meaning" Beautiful Place', - N

Here sprang up the largest city with/wide/sfraighf in the
state of Illinois. It was a beautiful clty with wide straight streets,
houses of brick, lumber and stone, some were large commodious and
stylish, A fine hotel.,university.schools, stores and churches were
built, In five years 1ts population was 20,000, almost as large as
Washington D.C., and three tlmea larger than Chicago at that time,
Aeross the river in Iowa were I0,000 more saints and many more converts
coming from the British Isles and Burope.

Nothing like it had ever happened before in the Unlted States,
Joseph Smlth was a mighty genius. The New York Times c¢alled him
the Great man of his age,'"Whose history will rank with those who, in
one way or another, have stamped theirimpress strongly on Soclety,

"He is a extraordinary character, A Prophet-hero,”

Joseph Smith took no eredit,"He gave it all to God and imsisted
that the Church would continue whether he was the president or some-one
else took hils plaece,

0% Januvary I9, 1041, came a command from the Lord"I command
you,all ye My Saints, to build a housze unto Me--For a baptismal font
there is not upon the earth, that they, My Saints, may be baptized
for those who are dead--for this ordinance belongth to Iy House,
and cannot be accepted to Me, only in days of your poverty whers in
ye are not able to build a House unto Mel

Reynolds Cahoon who was officating as a counselor over a
branch In Iowa, was called to Nauveoo in October of I8L0O, to assist
in the building a second great "House Of The Lord."



A committee of three was appointed Reynolds Cahoon, Alpheus Cutler
and Elias Higbee, In February flder Cutler laid out the foundation
of the building, Cn the I0tk; the brethern commenced to dig the cellar.
On April 6th- I8 I the cornepr stones were lald for the Temple, The
site being twelve blocks from the residence of the rrophet and an
equal distance from the river on three sides, His home stood near
the riverbank and the Temple was erected on the bluffs to the north.

The Log house which Joseph lived in was known as the "0ld
Homestead", It was the flrst Indian trading post in Illiocois, _
Joseph remained there until the lMansion House was completdd,.Reynolds
Cahoon assissted in building the Mansion House, Which was built to
accommodate visitors and also where the prophet and family lived.
They were living there at the time of the m&rtydcmﬁ of the Frophet,
Reynolda also assisted in building the Hauvoo House whieh was for
the boarding of strangers, and weary travelers, that they might find
haelth and g¥af safty while he shall contemplate the word of the Lord,

The Font was dedicated by Brigham Young on Hovember 8th,
I8L4I. And on Sunday the 2Ist, of the same month the first baptisms
were preformed,

The Latter-Day-Saints were a happy people and welcomed their
days of rejoieing together. h

At the call of Joseph Smith a meeting was held In IOL2 to
organize a bamd, There were TUIPEASH fourteen present.wWilliam Cahoon,
played a bass drum, andrew @anhoon piecolc, Deniel Cahoon piecolo
and Reis Bell Cshoon a snare drumn,
‘ In those days the lMormon people experienced jJoy one day and
sorrow the next, In I8,2 The Governor of the state lssued a warrent
for the arrest of the Frophst Joseph, Joseph ertained Justin Butter-
field as council, The case great Iinterest. Present were Joseph Smith
hils twelve Apostles and leading men of the state, So crowdéd was the
court room that some ladies, among them Mrs Lincoln and one of Judge
Fope's daughters,

The judge after hearing testimony discharged the lMormon leaders,
The leaders sent manypetions to the authorities of the United States,
coseph Smith appeals to hils own native s$ate Vermont, soliciting their
replies and rules of action,

Joseph relates to them the sufferings of the people in
Missouri, telling of the many lost lives, how they had been robbed
of an immense amount of property, and in vain, they had sought redress
by all constituticnal, legal and honorable means, '

Three men were appointed to draft Resolutions. They were
W.W.Fhelps, Reynolds Gahoon and Hossa Stout. They directed their
appeals to Governor of Mlissouri and various authorities of the states
of the United States.They related the persecutatlons of the people
of Nauvoo relative to the demanding of the body of Joseph Smith, as
well as the common, cruel practice of kidnapping eitizens of Illinois,
and forcing them acrcss the Mississirpil river, and putiing them in
dungeons and prilscns in Missourl.

Appeals to the governors brings no relief,

The enimles of Joseph have now mustered their strengbh
against him and his brother Hyrum Smith,

Joseph callied a meeting with & few of his close friends and
asgociates, He requested Reynolds and Alpheus Cutler to stand guard
at the Mansion House and not Ygf admit any stramgers inside the House.
He(Joseph) asked 0., Roeckwell to accompany him on a short jeurney,
and Rockwell replied he would, Joseph called Hyrum, Willard Richards

and others inte the upper room and sald)Brethern here is a letter
from the governor, which I wish read,"After it was read Joseph remarked
"There 18 no mercy, there is no mercy here," Hdyrum sald, "llo juste=



as sure as we fall Into their hands, we are desd men,"Joseph repliad
"what shall we do , brother Hyrum? Hyrum replied, "I don't know'=--
A1l at once Joseph'!s countenance brightened and he said, "The way 1s
open, it is clesr to my mind what to do, all they want is myself
andHyrun, Brethern go tell everybody to go about their business, not
td collect ingroups,but seatter about. There 1s no doubt they will
search for us,but let them, for no harm will ecome to jyou or your
property, not even a halr in your head, We will cross the river to-
night and go west, Rockwelll took Joseph and Hyrum aeross the river
and returned for horses. hen he returned he found the governor had
ordered Joseph's and Hyprum's arrest,but would see to it that they
got a fair trial.fmma Smith sent letters by Rockwell and Reynclds

Cahoon asking him to return and give himself up. L.D. Wasson and
Hiream Kimball likewise were persauded by Emma to Induce Joseph and
Hyrum to start back to Nauvoo, These men went to Joseph as true friends
to explain the governors letter and deliver the message to him from
his wife fpma,

June the 2hth--Joseph, Hyrum and I3 others went to carthage
and gave themselves up, Yo trial had been held, but they were thrust
intc jail, When Joseph went to Carthage to deliver himself ¥g to
the pretended requirements of the law, two or three days previous
to his assassination, he said," but I am going ¥#like a lamb to the
slaughter; but 1 am calm as a summer's d{f morning; 1 have af
conscience void of offense toward God, and towards all men, I shall
die g innocent,iH/ddYA BYogd,4nd it shall yet be said of me--He was
murdered in cold blood," :

feynolds Cahoon was in Carthage with Josepn and Hyrum, and
Joseph instructed Reynolds to return to Nauvoo with all haste and
fetbh a number of documents for the promised trial,"and to further
gubstantiate this fact, We are told "Elder Cahoon returned to Nauvoo
from Carthage for some papers, but Joseph and Hyrum were assassinated
before his return.

Just three months after the death of Joseph and Hyrum, Reynolds
and several others were"illegally arrested for treason)fand forced
to go to trial at Carthage. Can one imagine the emotiona in their
hearts, --Carthage, the same city and jail where their beloved freinds
were so recently murdered,

The date was Wednesday Sept, 2ith-- I8LY, Since the court
was not ready for trial, the company proceeded to the jall where
Joseph and Hyrum were martyred., The blood of Hyrum still stained the
floor where he fell, The walls were mar ked with bullet holes.

Reynolds returned to courthouse where, DanlelSpenser, Orsen
Spenger, brother Riehards, Taylor, rhelps, Rich, Cutler, Scott, Hunter,
and Clayton were ﬁ%ﬂﬁfﬁ taken to Justice Barnes office. Here they
were put under examination and asked if they wanted witnessess,gdpE
subpoened. They weplied WNO"

DeBackman, the person who made the affidavit on which they
were arrested, after being sworn was asked if he personally knew the
defendents or any of them, he answered that he did not, and ststed
he made the affidavif upon strenght of rumors which he heard at the
time, and because of his great prejudice against the lMormons,that he
believed the reports and did think that the Mormong leaders were
guilty of treason. Thecourt accordingl to law, dismissed the case ab
3 P.M., Reynolds and his friends started on thelr return home,

Reynolds Cahoon was one of twenty Hlders who went with
Brigham Young to the attie of the Temple in Nauvoo early Sunday
morning of Nov. 30th--I8LE and prayed that the Lord would hear their
prayers and deliver them from their ememies until they had accomplished
His will in His House. They asked for blessings on their families
and that the Lord would lead them to a land of peaecs,



Durine the summer of I845 the Saints heard threats of
incendiarism and mobings, President Bricham Young called the Saints
together and started making plens in case of attack., He assigned men
to haed companies of fifty,if and when they had tomove on to an un=
known land, where if Cod was willing they might find peace.

Joseph and Hyrum did not live to see the Temple completed,

It was dedicated quietly on April 30th, I8L6 by Joseph Young a brother
of Brigham Young, and publicly dedicated on Ma§ Ist, I8l6,by Orson
Hyde, On Dec. IOth, IG4S5 the first endowments were given and on this
date Thriza and Reynolds received thelr endowments,From Deec, I0th-

1845 to Feb, 7th I8L6 when the Temple was closed fop ordinance work
more than 5,500 endowments had been glven.Recorded in the Microfilm -
dept. of the Utah Genealogleal Library in Salt Lake Citg, Utah The tilo
film is known as Nauvoo Sealings. The Celestial Marriages of Thrizagst
Lucina Roberte and Mary dildrath and Reynolds Cahoon, wera preformed

by Brigham Young, on Jamuary, I6th, I84S,

There were only a few short months for the Saints to enjoy
the blessin- gs of this glorious Temple work, untlil they were driven
out. On March 9th, I0l6 Reynolds and brother Cutler were given
instructions to "roll out thefr Companies as quickly as possible,

On this date the Reynolds Cahoon femily left their beautiful City.
During the summer of I846, many of the Saints homes had been burned
and there was constant fear that their Temple would share the same
fate., It was now in possession of the mobs, the onece hallowed strueture
stood a2 an abandoned building.

After the 3uints had evacuted Hauvoo and the Trek from Illinoils
to Utah was nearff completion, the news came to them that the Temple
had been destroyed, nothing left but the naked and blackened walls,
the catastrophe occured early londay morning, October 9th, I8,8.

Reynoldes Cahoon and family were stationed at various places
along the way to assist saints which were coming.Thus they did not
arrive in Salt Lake until the second season, Cr until Sept, 24th-

1849,

Reynolds assisted in bullding Salt Lake, and many surronding
cormmnlties, He continued to occupy many important positions in His
Church and country. Reynolds took many leading discussions in their
many problems, such g&s keeping ecanyons, and roads in repair, managing
the church farm, acting as judge or counter of games for exterminailion
of ravins, hawkes, wolves, foxes, and etec. He was also appointed
on & cormittee to erect a bullding for an "Armory", He was a speaker
at the general Conferences and at each conference 1 s sustained as
First Counselor to the High Prieste Quorum,

On April _th- I05I at General Conference a motion was read
and carried by acclamation, to build a Temple to the name of the LORD,
in Salt Lake City, Utah,

Heynolds Cahoon did labor meny years here, no record of any
specific job, but where ever his services was needed most,

Aeynolds was the first and only private owner of the lots
where the Great Salt Lake Theatres was bullt. Cne day Brigham Yoyng
came to fdeynolds and sald" Brother Cahoon we need your lots, we must
build a theatre."lo doubt there were mingled thoughts in thef¥
minds of Reynolds and Thriza, Yhese lots were probably the only
property they owned, They were valuable lots in the heart of Salt Lake
City.Reynolds had given everything of werldly possession or value to
thelr church., They AELIAEA/ vt/ had dedicated every movement of their
lives for the Gospels sake. Now they were aged and could no longer
do hard ¥gF¥ and leborous work, for thelr own maintenance, nor their

Church.,

No there were many things Thriza and Reynolds could not do to
help build a city of Zion in the desert, but they did own this property
where this majestic"Flay House colild be erected,'



@

"Yes" they reasonaed, these lots can perform a mission for us,
and give or sell, our church shall have them{ ON April 23rd, 1560,
Reynolds Cshoon conveyed thig property to Brigham Young for the pur-
pose of erecting the Salt Lake Theatre.

Reynolds Cshoon died one year before the compétion of the

Salt Lake Theatre,
The eolorful 1life of Reynolds Cahoon came to a close at

Twelve U}eloeck, Monday, April 29th, I86I, at the age of T7I.He died

of dropsey, at his residence in South Cottonwood Ward. He was laid
to rest in a beantiful lot in Salt Lake City Cemetary.

The History of Reynolds Cshoon was submitteé by His
Great-Great-Grand- daughter, Bavaughn Tolman Fowler--- daughter of
Hoseph Holbrook Tolman and Mary Zllen Cahoon Tolman



