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LIFE STORY OF MARSHALL FRANKLIN ALLEN
Compiled by a granddaughter Emma H. Augar

My grandfather Marshall Franklin Allen was horn 12 Oct. 1833 in Mansfield
Cattaragus Co. New York, the son of Albern and Marcia Allen Allen. He was the
fourth child having two brothers Rufus Chester and Alanson David and one sister
Clarrissa Abby.

When he was two years old his parents joined the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints and moved to Caldwell Co., Missouri. Two more sisters Rachsl
and Rebecca were born there.

When the saints were driven from Missouri in 1838 they moved to Adams Co.,
Illinois and on to Nauvoo in 1840, where another sister Sarah was born. He was
baptized in the Mississippi River in 1842, and his sister Sarah died the sama

year. In 1843 another sister Sarah Ann was born,

(Wnile living in Nauvoo, one time when a group of boys were gathered to-
gether in the public square, one large fellow was teasing the smaller boys ang
throwing them to the ground. After a short time the Precphet came along. He told
one of the boys to go throw that boy down. The smaller boy doubted and was at
first afraid, but as he thought of the Prophet'!s command he Jumped up and thraw
the larger boy down on the ground. This ended the aggressive acts of the bully,)

(Another day Grandfather was playing on the street when the Prophet cams
along. He stopped and looked at his watch., Grandfather standing close by showed
interest in the Prophet. He turned and asked him if he would like to s=e his
watch, He replied that he would. He was then permitted to hold and look at the
watch for a few minutes. The Prophet then continued on his way. This was a
thrilling experience for a ten year cld lad.

The Allen family left Illinois with the main body of Saints in 1846, when
they were forced by mob violence to flee from the city, and journeyed to Winter
Quarters in the Brigham Young Company.

Here his father and brother
Rufus were called into the Mor-
mon Battalion, 22 July 1846. In
accepting this call Brigham Young
told these volunteers that if
they did their duty they would
not be called to shed biood.
Their only fighting was with wild b o ey Sl B
cattle. They entered the Service S MY W RErS Ot e +
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The Battalion marched to
the southwest of California, en- .
during privations, hardships, Winter Quarters
making roads through impassible
mountains, and trackless deserts '
without food, water or grass and almost without provisions. Now and then they
found themselves almost without clothes and worn down with fatigue. For nearly
thirty days they had nothing but beef and rot enough of that all the time. While
on this march the men even had to scrape the wool from their saddle skirts and

boil the leather to get broth to eat. By the early spring of 1847 they had ar-

rived at their destination of Los Angeles, Californiza. While stationed at Los

Angeles on the 24 April 1847, Lieut. Col, St. George Cook issued an order that

the Battalion should erect a fort, later called Fort Moore in horor of Captain
Benjamin Moore, U,S. Army, who was killed in the battle of San Pasquel on 6 Dec.
1846, The proposed site was on an iminence which commands the town of Los Angeles,
Company "A" was detailed to this area and immediately began the erection of the
fort. The logs to erect the Liberty Pole were obtained from San Fernardino Cap-
yon, and on the 4th of July 1847 the Stars and Stripes were flown for the fjrst
time over the City of Los Angeles, :
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They were released from the Mormon Battalion on the 16 July 1847. Albern
and Rufus joined a company fitted out with pack animals and made the trip to Salt
Lake Valley. They arrived in the valley by way of Fort dall, Idaho, the distance
of 1300 miles, and joined with the vanguard comnany of pioneers, expecting to meet
their families there.) In this they were disappointed as they had not yet arrived,

Now back to the story of Grandfather with his mother Marcia, (her aged -
parents, brothers and sisters and the rest of the children, the eldest being about
17, were left behind on the bleak desolate plains ill in a wagon, not «nowing
whether the privilege would be theirs to join the promised home in the tops of the
mountains or perish with many others who were nect strong enough to withstand the
adversities of such a journey.)

They suffered much during
the winter and two of his sisters
Rachel and Sarah Ann were taken
in death. In the spring they
decided to plant a little wheat
and corn which they thought they
could spare for that purpose.

The boys helped to dig the

ground with what crude impli-
ments they had to plant the
wheat. GCrandfather said they
sharpened sticks and drove them
into the grournd to make a hole

in which to plant the corn. Socn
afier planting their seeds they were
told that they could leave Winter
Quarters and travel in the second
Brigham Young Company.

(They were met about 100 miles east of Fort laramie, Wyoming, on the Platte
River by their father and brother Rufus in company witih several others who were cn
their way to join their families. It wis a joyous metting, yet a tearful one when
the v were informed of the death of the two children at Winter Quarters. They
arrived in Salt Lake Valley in the fall of 1848 and made their home in Big Cotton-
woed District of Salt Lake.) While living there on 14 Jan., 1850 another sister
Mary was born.

Crandfather made six trips back to meet the different companies of Saints,

It was about 1852 that Grandfather moved to Ogden, Weber, Utah with his
parents, On 31 Oct. 1852 he was ordained to the office of Seventy, and scie vears
later to a High Priest. OCn 6 June 185 he received his endowments in the Endowment
House in Salt Iake City. He married Emma Holmes 27 Feb. 1859 in Ogden and on
15 Sept 1869 they were sealed as husbond and wife in the Endowment House. Their
first two children were born in Ogden, Marshall Franklin born 6 Sept. 1850 and
Mary Emma born 20 Dec. 1862, she died 17 Mar. 1876. Thev moved to Huntsville, Weber
Utah, where their sonFery was born 19 Mar. 1864, Grandfather purchased a farm in
Willard, Box Elder County, and moved the family there where seven wore children
were born. Alburn Ozro, 20 Juns 1867; Clarissa PFaulina, 30 Apr. 1870; Marcia Ann,
23 June 1872; John Ethan, 29 Mar. 1875; Loris, 25 Mar. 1878; Belva, 10 Apr. 1880 and
Alvin 16 Jan. 1883, who died 26 Feb. 1886.

Grandfather had a peach orchard and some small fruit and raised some to sell.
One summer the three girls Paulina, Marcia and Belva cut and dried enough peaches
to sell at a few cents 2 pound to buy each of them a trunk of which they were very
proud,

(In abeut 1878 Grandfather received . call from Box Elder Stake Authcrities
to supply the logs for the L.ll_ l.. »va Stake Tabernacle at Brigham City, Utah.
He with nis son Res 47U and hauled several loads of logs for the censtruction
of this brilllr=, obtaining the logs from the head of Willard Canyon, hauling them
dovr _ae uteep mountain side with a yoke of oxen on the frort chassis of a wagon.
fﬂ_//!,/ﬁ?zudraiuur would cut them and his son Roy, who was only nine years old at that
time wou.d haul the logs down the dangerous road." The btuilding was completed
and dedicated 14 years later 26 Oct., 189C and was destroyed by fire on 7 Feb. 1896.
It was reconstructed in a period of lL menths, the walls being of stone resisted
the fire, so reconstruction involved the replacing of all wood structures in the
building.
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In those early days of the west, times were hard and it took the effor. and
labors of each member of the family that was old enough to work to sustain a live-
lihood for such a large family. There was very little education to be had Jor the
children. They were all taught to work hard and gain much from tkeir experionces.
Their sons spent many long summer days herding cows on the hillside, and on many
ocassions at such times visiting with Indians as they would pass %». Their noon-
day lunch while herding cows would usually be an car of roazf<torn. Many of the
family meals consisted of cracked corn weal mush i seiretimes corn mesl bread with

—_—
molasses.

For amusement and recreatiocn, the boys
would play marbles, po swimming in the cold
springs or the Great Salt Lake. In the winter
time skating was the chief sport. The girls
would go to the ccld springs and gather clam
shells. It was very seldom there would be any
clams in them. They would take them home, and
as there was a large oak tree by.the side of’
their house, they would take the acorns and shell
them, leaving the shells in the shape of a cup
and saucer and the clam shells they used as
plates, from which they would eat the acorn nuts
for their play dinner. (Many times Indian child-
ren of various groups of passing Indians would
be their playmates in their sports.)

In about 1884 Grandfather sold his farm in
Cold Springs Willard and moved to Paradise, Cache, Utah,

where he purchased another small farm. Some of
the boys went away from home to work, and Pauline took a course in dresszaking,
although she did not complete the course, she becane very efficient in her work
and did a lot of sewing for other people. She did ecme frec and got some money
which paid for her course and helped the family a little. Best of all she was
able to do the family sewing. She taught other mawbers of the family to make
their own clothes.

About three years after the family moved to Paradise, his wife became very
ill and she was bedfast for several months. And the last several weeks she was
entirely helpless. On Aug. 1k, 1887 she passed away and was buried in ‘/illard
Cemetery beside her two children who had preceded her in death.

Pauline being the oldest girl in the family, had complete responsibility of
the care of her mother during her illness and death. She also kept house for
seven years for her father and the other members of the family who were not
married.

Marshall Franklin had married Sarah Singletcn, Rory had married Elizabeth
Howells, Marcia Ann had married S. Napoleon Obray and Ethan had married Margretha
Teslie- On Dec. 19, 1894 Pauline and her brother Ozro had a double wedding. They
were married in the Logan Temple. She married Benjamin Housley and he married
Lillian McMurdie. She made her own wedding dress and cooked the wedding supper
for both of them. They had a house full of guests and received many useful gifts.




Ozro Paulina

Soon after this wedding Grandfather stopped keeping house and teok the two
Loris and Belva who were still home with him arnd went to live with Ben and Paulinae

On 21 Dec. 1839 Belva was married to Jamcs Housley, a cousin to Benjamin, and
Loris married Mathilda McMurdie. At that time they all lived in Paradise. Al-
though Grandfather made his home with Paulina, he spont some of his time with his
other children. When Jim was away from hieme he would stay at night with Belva.
Some times this would be a few weeks or months 2s he worked away herding, shearing
sheep and other jobs.

Grandfather was octive in the Church.
He was culled upon to speak often and seldom
missed the oppertunity of bearing his testi-
moay on fast day. He was a member of a
Priesihcod Quorum. Part of the members of
that uorum lived in Hyrum. Some of the
times they held meetings in Hyrum, and scme
of the time in the Tithing Office. in the Par=z
dise ward. He was considered well educated
in the Gospel and enjoyed conversing with
other pecple about church principles.

He loved to teach his grandchiléren. I
well remember what a lot of pains he would
take in helping the little ones wash their
face and hands, and to button or tie their
shocs. He would sit for hcurs and tell the
chiildren stories of the early doys of the
church, crossing the plains, the progress cf
the building up of the west, and how the
Paulina, Grandfa2ther and Belva desert was made to blossom like a rose.

‘Me remembered hearing the Prophet speal
in public many times, and said how terrible
the people felt when ne and his brother were martyred.) He saw the blood stained
ciothes. He heard a woman who helped to wash them bear testimony that it was the
tiood which sealed the Prophet's testirony. trandfather said that althsugh he was
but a boy the truth ¢f that testimony was muide known Lo him and it was always as a
———————paxiy of 110 4o him When he theught of the dlood stains on the fluor as he had
én hadl wrey wora zhill there when he had
grown to be an old mun just made that testimonv that much Stronger.

thcau, when a lau, ol Ghen te Know—
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(Grandfather always reminded us *“hat although times were nard, everyone was
under the same strain, and in his geod natured hwourous way, would relate many
things of how life was mrde worth while b simple ways of entertainment. Neighbors
really practiced love and kindness and werc always nielpful with each other.)

While living with Faulina, he had a gray horse and a small wagen. During the
summer he would go, as he called it '“over the meurtain,” to Box Flder County, or to
Weber County to get a load of salt from the Salt Lake. Sometimes he would stay over-
night with his sister, Mary Hincheliff in Ogden,
and have a good visit and then get his load of salt.
It it was late he would stay another night and
start home in the morninz. He usually stayed a
night or so with friends along the way home. Then
when he had rested he would take it to Hyrum, to
get it ground into fine sall. Thore was a man
there who had a small electric mill in which he
would grind seeds for the fariers to feed their
animals. This man would either take a small amount
of the feed or a little money for his pay of wheat,
corn, oats, or barley which ever it hapversd to be.
When he started to grind salt, it would not be
clean for table use until the mill would bs cleaned
by the running through of the salt. The man would
“keep this salt to sell to the farrmers for their
animals. This is how Grandfather would pay for the
grinding of his salt.

He had a bucket and a pair of stillards to
weigh the salt in £-211 amounts as he went {rom
door to door veddling. In fruit season, he would
have a few checrries, appricots, or peaches to sell
also. He usuallywent to homes out away from the
stores. OSome places were near Hyrum, Providence, Grandfather and Mary
Millville lane and back through some parts of Par- Hinchciiff
idise. This only brecught a small amount of money, out :
he enjoyed the association of his old friends, and also loved to make a few new ones.

One time when driving home from one of these trips there was a bad thunder
storm. He heard a voice say "Hurry,” he hit the horse with his whip. The whip
was one he made from a willow about three feet long with a strip of leather about
the same length, split from an old harness line, the strap was tied on to the end
of the stock with a piece of cord string. Just as the horse jumped and made a
plunge forward, he felt something tapping con his straw hat. He said it sounded
like small petbles. The horse stopped and Grandiather took off his hat. It was
full of tiny brown holes which looked as if they had been burned. He looked back
and there was a hole in the ground and the dust was flying, from right where he
was when he hit the horse. It wmust have been a lightering strike.

(As stated in his blessing, given by Patriarch John Smith, Grandfather had the
gift of healing thrcugh administration, and dic feed many, both spiritual and temp-
oral food, and did lot lack for the necessities of 1ife.)

Wnen my brother Fred, was only a few years cld, he was very sick. He had
Spinal-meningitis, then a complication of diseases sct in. Ore afternoon Dr. D. C.
Budge, the family doctor, and the nurse Lois Gibbs were in my mother's bed room
where Fred lay. My mother and father were also there. I set just outside the room
on a little chair. I remember hearing the Dr. say, "he is dead," then Sister
Gibbs laid her hand on his forehwsad and said, "I think there is still a spark of
life." How wonderful my grandfather looked to me as I watched him coming from the
kitchen with a bottle c¢i oil. He went siraight to th» bed and annointed his head.
Then he asked my father and the Docter to assist him. Grandfather sealed the an-
nointing, rebuked the disecase, promised him 1life, health and strengtk to live to
fulfill his mission here upon the earth.




&9 - .

Page 6

Grandfather was always on hand wherever he was tc bless the sick. Yhen he
was in any of his children's homes ne did not even wait to be asked. If a child
had a very bad crying spell, even if it was in the middle of the night, he would
get up and bless that child, sometimes with ©il and sometimes without it. A calm
peaceful influence would come over those he blessad.

Pauline moved tc Mapleton, Idaho in June 1905, Socon after thisy he came and
made his hcme permanently with her family. They lived a long way from tcwn and
sometimes when Paulina and Ben went to do their shopping, Grandfather aci:ld stay

in the carly part cf 1907
Marcia and her family mcved to
Alberta, Canada, and he never say
than again.

One time when Grandrather Ceorge Fredrick Housley from Hyrum, Utar, was visit-
ing in Mapleteon he and Crandfather Allen wore talking over old times. Grandfather
£1len told of one time when "Brother Erigham" had called him to accompany several
other young men in going out to meet the handwcart company, to teke them provisions
and assist themrinto the Velley. As he knelt in Praycer the evening before, he said
he told the Lord it was a foolish thing to do, going out in such weather and no
roads to follow. But while he was still in the act of prayer, it was nade known
tec him that he should go. It was also made known that he would be able to save
many of their lives. sfter searching many hours the rescue party becare discour-
aged thinking the hand-cart company had been lost on the plains. They decided to
return to the valley. Grandfather said he told them he would go till he reached
the states, but what he would find them. About noon he found a group oi hand-carts
Wi th their poor starving people. Thinking therc may be more fatuer back he rodc
on for some distance. He saw a dark spet among some rocks, and upen investigating
fourd it to be a young man. He wrapped his blanlct around him and helped hin onto . =
his horse. Then Granifather Housley speke up and said: '

"The horse had one wiite leg, a white stiip in it's ferehead and the rest of
it was cocal bhlack.

Grandfather Allen said "yes™.

Grandfather Housley said, "It was a brighi plaid blanket,"

Grandfather Allen asied, "how do you know:"

Grandfather Housley said, "Because 1 was inz one you found," Inen te stood
up and suid, "And I want to teil you, if il huacn'i peen for the pragers of my mother
and the faith of the saints, 1 would not hove lived till you fuuné &e and 1 never
would have reached the valley,!

Grandfather Allen

N
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On April 1, 1914, the family moved to Cornish, Utah. The middle of May, 1918
they moved to Richmond, Utah.

I have been greatly blessed along with other members of the family by having
him in our home. He taught us by the hour the principles of the Gosrel. He was a
good entertainer both in the home and in the wards in which he resided arnd could
say many long poems from memorv. He also used to stap dance. I am sure mv testiro
has been strengthened many times through the exaiples and teachins

him,

received rrcm

In my eorly married life he visited in our nome many times, cccasicnally he
would remain with us a2 few days or a we=k. These visits were really appreciated.

Whenever he would lie down to rest in thae daytime he would always put his stras
hat over hisface. This amused the children and when they would ask why, he would
tell them that the light hurt his eves and that the hat protected them from the
bright glare. 1In spite of this condition he uns always able to read. He read many
books and the newspspers, ke=ping up on world affairs as well as religicus, He
never got too old to do a few chores such as gathering kindlings, carrying in a few
armfuls of wood, pulling some wseds and feeding them to the pigs or cows, digging
potatoes or some other vegetable etc.

He was about five fest six inches tall and weighed about
145 pounds. He had keen alert olue eyes and silver gray hair
which he wore a little long with a slicht under turn toward

i

the neck and a beard to match. He was reat in apgearance ard T
really looked dressed up in the brown so-durce suiis he wore
most everyday, espscially during the winter rmonths the last ”
few years of his life. o
He passed away on July 10, 1921, of “richts Disease, - B
at the home of his daughter Paulini. Funeral services hesld P
in the Richmond Taterracle and the remains were taken to Ty
Willard in a pick-up truck. Ais the procession was going up 'ﬁi
the Wellsville Canyon road in a place th=t was slick as it ;
had been raining, the truck slipped off the roud and almost -8 BEF
tipped over. Some of the men Jumped to the ground, lifted it
up on the road again. e were all irightsned but cn exam- M. F. Allen

ining the casket found all to be OK. Ve then preceeded on
the journey. He was buried in the Willard Cemetary.

References -
Family, Temple and Richmond Ward Records.

All betwsen ( ) taken from "iiy Allen Line and Historical Sketches "
by A. LezRue 4llen

The Journal of Jure 1895 stated that "liar

shall %llan of Paradise found some
very good looking copper stainzd ore in ths vicinity of Smith's Fork near Cokeville,
Wyoming. Allen is confident he has a cood thinz
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